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NEWS FROM KISH: THE 2001 JAPANESE WORK
Ken MATSUMOTO* and Hiromichi OGUCHI**
The Kokushikan University Archaeological Expedition to Iraq, financially supported by the Univer-
sity itself, carried out the third season of excavation at Kish1). The actual work in the field was com-
menced on the 8th of September in 2001, but was ceased a week later by an order from the President
of Kokushikan University, Professor Dr. Nobuyuki Miura, who had some apprehensions for the
expedition’s safety which might be lost with unexpected affairs taking place in connection with the
terrorism that struck U.S.A. on the 11th of September in 2001. Following the University President’s
order for the expedition to withdraw immediately from Iraq, we moved into Amman on the 15th of
September, although this season was originally planned as three-month work. During our stay in Iraq,
Dr. Jabir Khalil Ibrahim, President of the State Board of Antiquities and Heritage of Iraq, gave us
generous support; and he showed a well understanding of circumstances for our hasty return. We
would indeed like to express our gratitude to him.
The kernel staff of the expedition were the writers, Ken Matsumoto, Director of the Kish Expe-
dition, who now acts also as Director of the Institute for Cultural Studies of Ancient Iraq, and
Hiromichi Oguchi who charged himself with assisting the Expedition Director in various respects and
who also acted in this season as a site supervisor. Other members in 2001 were Mr. Yuji Toda (Asso-
ciate Professor of Kokushikan University) as archaeologist, Mr. Ryuji Matsubara (Associate Professor
of Nagoya Meitoku Junior College) also as archaeologist, Dr. Izumi Yoda (Associate Professor of
Tokiwa University) as epigraphist, Dr. Kaoru Chatani as physical anthropologist, and Mr. Jun
Nakagawa (Proprietor of the Active Project Company) as geographical surveyor.  Mr. Toda and Mr.
Nakagawa took charge of accurately mapping the whole of Kish in contour and further doing a sur-
face survey. Mr. Matsubara, who had been experienced in excavating sites in the Hamrin and Haditha
Dam Salvage Projects, acted as a site supervisor, assisted by Dr. Yoda who was of course in charge of
decipherment in the case of the discovery of cuneiform tablets. Dr. Chatani was in charge of excava-
ting, and recording, graves, and conserving skeletal remains for anthropological study. Besides these
members, Dr. Tatsundo Koizumi, an archaeologist, planned on joining us later, but was to our regret
unable to be with us because of the expedition’s unexpected earlier withdrawal; if he had been at the
site, he would have taken charge of observing finds (pottery etc.) and acquiring data from them. Mrs.
Akiko Yabe also intended to have participated in this expedition as a volunteer worker for assisting
Dr. Koizumi’s work or other operations, but this plan also could not be brought into practice for the
same reason as noted above. The welcome fact was that we were joined by Mr. Salih Youssif and Mr.
Jewad Muhamad, who served as the representatives of the State Board of Antiquities and Heritage,
giving us friendly cooperation. We are very grateful to all our colleagues, and to the representatives,
for their contributions to making it possible to launch into this season of excavation towards success.
Further, our thanks should go to Mr. Wathiq Hindo for his efforts to supply us materials necessary for
the excavations, to maintain the Kish expedition house of Kokushikan University, and to assist us in
many ways.
*, ** The Institute for Cultural Studies of Ancient Iraq, Kokushikan University, 1-1-1 Hirohakama, Machida, Tokyo, 195-8550,
Japan
1) For the first season of Japanese excavations at Kish, see Matsumoto 1991; for the second season, see Matsumoto & Oguchi 2002a,
and idem 2002b (in Japanese); for this third season, see also Matsumoto & Oguchi 2002c (in Japanese).
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The 2001 work
Our objective at Kish in this season was, needless to say, to continue investigation in Area JP, an
extensive flat area spreading out to the north of the Tell Ingharra complex (Hursagkalama) and around
mound P where the so-called “plano-convex building (PCB)” had been revealed by the Oxford Uni-
versity-Field Museum (Chicago) Joint Expedition [see Matsumoto & Oguchi 2002a: Fig.1 and
Pl.1]. Because our 2000 work, marked as our second season at Kish and the first season in Area JP,
confirmed that the remains of many Early Dynastic houses (Level 2) were no doubt concealed in this
extensive flat area, JP, that such house remains could be found immediately below the topsoil in which
lay some sub-surface scattered features, presumably dated not later than the beginning of the Ur III
period or, at the latest, 2000 B.C. (Level 1), and that well-preserved walls of such Early Dynastic
houses were able to be easily planned by scraping topsoil, we naturally undertook in 2001 surface
clearance as a continuation from 2000 in and around the place where a low mound some 1 m high
lay2), located about 300 m east of the PCB. Thus we aimed at disclosing parts of Area JP (i.e. “area
P”), one of the major areas of urban settlement at Kish.
In this season, a grid excavation plan was executed (Fig.1). The grids, 5 m ¥ 5 m each, were set
along the datum and base lines that were arbitrarily designed in directions of WNW to ESE and SSW
to NNE respectively, i.e., along the areas that were scraped in 2000, stretching long in the same direc-
tions. Surface clearance was thus begun in the south of the top of the low mound, i.e., in an area which
we called Sector S3) (Grid nos. SII1, SII2, SIII1, etc.). In the course of scraping topsoil, the loci at
which sub-surface sherds lay were precisely plotted in order to find a clue to dating sub-surface scat-
tered features of Level 1 (see Pl.1:b); this work that demanded perseverance was done by Mr.
Matsubara and Dr. Yoda, which at least confirmed that a sub-surface sherd distribution concentrated
near to the low mound top where there was found in 2000 a brick wall which had been burnt red [for
the brick wall, see Matsumoto & Oguchi 2002a: p.3]. On the final day of this very short season of
excavation, we further opened a sondage 1.3 m wide (Sondage 5) in Grid SI4 on the low mound,
thus confirming that between the topsoil and the tops of surviving plano-convex mud-brick walls of
Level 2, there lay a deposit containing many broken pieces of plano-convex mud-bricks in the form of
preventing direct investigation into Level 2 after surface clearance. Consequently, we have recognized
that this deposit is a main cause of the formation of the low mound [cf. Matsumoto & Oguchi 2002a:
p.3], but we have not yet clarified any reasons for the formation of the deposit.
Besides, in this season a grave, lying in Sondage 2 excavated in 20004), was investigated by Dr.
Chatani in her giving consideration to its conservation (see Fig.1 and Pl.4:a,b). However, this inves-
tigation was to our regret interrupted by the unexpected event noted above5). The grave, cut into the
fill of Level 2, contained the body of presumably an adolescent male6), whose skeleton was oriented
southwest to northeast with the head lying southwest and the face turning somewhat downwards. The
spine was flexed, on the one hand, at the cervical region and, on the other hand, at the lumbosacral
region. The right and left hip joints were also flexed. Each bend of the hip joints thus suggested that
both the legs might be flexed. Further, the right elbow was found lying between the ventral side of
the spine and the left femur; and the left elbow lay on the dorsal side of the spine. Each one of the
elbow joints was flexed at an angle of approximately 90∞. Although some of the rib bones, the left
scapula, the skull, the upper limb bones and the hip bone were partly broken, they were arranged in
order on and around the spine, which obviously indicated that this body had not been re-buried even
 2) See Pl.3:a.
 3) See Pl.1:a
 4) See Matsumoto & Oguchi 2002a: p.5.
 5) Nevertheless, Dr. Chatani’s observation provides a detailed knowledge of the burial, which indeed deserves attention. This paragraph
has thus been amplified by additions made through communication with Dr. Chatani.
 6) Dr. Chatani notes that the sex and age which are described here are not beyond the scope of a presumption drawn from the observation
of the skull and the hip bone, and accordingly that more study is needed for verification.
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after turning into such a skeleton. Regrettably, Dr. Chatani’s investigation could not arrive at com-
plete revelation, the legs and most of the arms still being buried under the level to which her excava-
tion reached. There were no associated grave goods.
On the other hand, Mr. Toda and Mr. Nakagawa completed the setting of several datum points
for mapping the whole of Kish by using iron stakes and cement; but, much to our regret, they also
could not continue their operation. Thus the completion of our contour map of Kish was postponed
until a future time. We hope that their efforts in this season will bear fruit in the not too distant future.
New discovery in 2001
Finally, what merits mention in this third season is the fact that also on the final day of excavation,
our investigation confirmed that a bitumen-coated surface found in 2000 in SE as one of the sub-sur-
face scattered features of Level 17) was part of the bitumen-coated feature 1 m wide that extended
lengthwise and, oddly enough, from the spot at which it was found in 2000, northwestwards into the
core of the low mound (see Fig.1 and Pl.2:a,b). The lengthwise extension that was confirmed in 2001
was 5.7 m (in SV1 and SIV1), obviously further continuing into the deposit of the low mound in the
form of sloping gently down to the northwest with its surface slightly inclining to one side, i.e., south-
westwards (see Pl.3:b). The bitumen coated showed a thickness of about 2 cm. Although this strange
feature looked as if it were a bitumen-coated footpath, in practice we have not yet known the function
of it. This remains a problem which should be solved through future excavations.
Postscript
While we were preparing for this short report, the Iraq war took place, which as a consequence brought
about the losses of Iraq’s cultural treasures such as the looting of the National Archaeological
Museum of Baghdad. On the occasion of writing this report, we would like to express our deepest
sympathies for the people of Iraq, and for the Iraqi archaeologists and their families.
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Pl. 1
a. View of Sector S in Area JP (“area P”), from the south.
b. The work, done by Mr. Matsubara and Dr. Yoda, of plotting the loci of sub-surface sherds.
Pl. 2
a. The bitumen-coated feature looking like a footpath, viewed from the east-southeast.
b. Close-up of the surface of the bitumen-coated feature.
Pl. 3
a. View from the south of the north corner of Sector S, in which the low mound lies.
b. The bitumen-coated feature, looking north.
Pl. 4
a. The grave in Sondage 2, viewed from the west-northwest.
b. Close-up of the human skeleton of the Sondage 2 grave.
